
 

 

 

 

 
 

Jake Clark 

 

Jake Clark is a PhD Candidate at the University of Southern Queensland. 

 

Jake has been involved in helping NASA find planets amongst the stars 

with the telescopes based in regional Queensland. He has helped to 

discover almost ten planets beyond the stars (writing a number of 

research papers about his work). 

 

Jake is now heading to Texas, to work at the Southwest Research 

Institute as part of his Fulbright Scholarship (Fulbright is somewhat a USA 

status 'equivalent' to a Rhodes scholarship)! There, he will be working on 

a new way to find rocky, and potentially habitable worlds. Jake has 

presented his research at MIT and Yale. 

 

Jake’s most significant discovery to date is being part of the discovery 

of Au Mic b. Au Mic b is one of the youngest planets ever to be 

discovered... NASA thought it was so cool that they even created a 

poster about it!  

 

https://www.facebook.com/usqedu/videos/mt-kent-telescopes/737921253373097/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1jiqPeboHdbuGXOyiAIBe5t-zLVU5683Idkb2t_Gdetw4mvcEqOjTk1W6J-2kMU6grKHke_FwXua9FtBzA3TJII6PFWU7EZoXGl4rDBXUksqaXubfRzFJdMlBX1vxUlLqHokV_C9b0437TeIX67r1mkofhORzmkzuWUgz6QNHf6HLK5i0GuluVf6HMOXuo3R5qiVS3NfBBhA166xaDVYjARGeVLS2zqCf4cWt0O2TL_Ps31uESLP0m9iusO4ST2-F1tYuTHyZtNGTTBpzsEb6FFD8vIdUJy-Duai99euYaMujLDrcfG5nY_ntQCjqfeP6IanUPIBrqC_HvX_SV1c8EFGdoTu31HD0GZhnuiumRHtj_9vM65eb6USmRsUi9ogjuXKbAMjwnd-wsZi43iQ65pxexasuvT9BTbd5PqBfVsRi0rSzQIZidku6jutXsMjO/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fulbright.org.au%2Fcurrent-scholars%2F
https://tsc.mit.edu/presentations.html
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2020/nasa-s-tess-spitzer-missions-discover-a-world-orbiting-a-unique-young-star/
https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/resources/2237/flares-of-fury-poster/
https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/resources/2237/flares-of-fury-poster/


 
 
‘Located less than 32 light-years from Earth, AU Microscopii is among the youngest planetary 
systems ever observed by astronomers, and its star throws vicious temper tantrums! You’ve 
heard of the “terrible twos”? Well, AU Mic is in the midst of its terrible 22 … millions! This devilish 
young system holds planet AU Mic b captive inside a looming disk of ghostly dust and ceaselessly 
torments it with deadly blasts of X-rays and other radiation, thwarting any chance of life… as we 
know it! Beware! There is no escaping the stellar fury of this system. The monstrous flares of AU 
Mic will have you begging for eternal darkness.’ 
 


